Outdoor Style

SUMMER'S HERE! Design & decorating ideas for living life oulside! ———




——1 OUTDOOR LIVING

A stepped design suits this property’s hilly front and side gardens, which, along
with the private backyard, are revamped with minimalistic planters, restrained colours

and mass plantings. TEXT IRIS BENAROIA | PHOTOGRAPHY PATRICK BILLER
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A bounty of greenery carpets the
“modern and formal” stepped front
garden, as landscape designer Leigh
Gravenor describes it. To maintain

a clean, contemporary look, Leigh
switched out previously round beds
for a rectangular scheme. The powder-
coated steel planters along the front
of the house contain boxwoods, salvia
and hakone grass. “Framing the walk-
way with these planters contemporized
it quite a bit, but it still melds with

the existing trees,” says Leigh.
LANDSCAPE DESIGN, Leigh Gravenor, Leigh
Gravenor Landscape Design. CONTRACTOR,
RV Construction. OUTDOOR LIGHTING, The

Lightscapers. Powder-coated steel PLANTERS
(front of house), True Stainless.

“We took up all the grass and planted
ground cover on the hilly side of the
house,” says Leigh of the vinca, which

is especially pretty as it fills in over time.
A uniform line of Panicum virgatum ‘Blue
Steel’ grass in the planters lend stately
height and interest along the fence.

ith its 75-foot-wide frontage, this stately Toronto dwelling
on a corner lot had major gardening potential. The prop-
erty belongs to a pair of empty nesters who “were excited
to embark on a refresh,” says landscape designer Leigh
Gravenor. She revamped the grounds, including the backyard and the sides of the
house. Since the owners travel, easy upkeep was key. “The beautiful Japanese
pachysandra ground cover keeps the weeds away, and we used shades of green
for cohesion and mass plantings, so it feels very lush and modern,” says Leigh. To
make the verdant hues pop, she suggested painting the window frames black.
Leigh also widened the limestone walkway. “We wanted a more impactful entry,”
she says. To that end, on either side of the new pathway, she planted an allée of
Amelanchier arborea ‘Robin Hill' single-stem trees. Says Leigh, “They have lovely
flowers in spring and are beautiful at night when lit.” Garden potential reached!
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A pea gravel walkway leads to the pleasing new cedar pergola. “We
wanted to create this nice seating area and at the same time hide the
brick garage,” says Leigh. The relaxing spot is dressed naturally to match
the landscaping. Teak furniture and an airy, open-weave resin light are
the very picture of modern cool.
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Vivid green boxwoods in planters are simple, colourful flourishes by

the new dining spot. The owners love to barbecue and enjoy drinks out-
side throughout the summer, “so we expanded the patio using Eramosa
limestone,” says Leigh. The local material has an earthy elegance.

FURNITURE, PLANTERS, Casualife. LIGHT, Serena and Lily.



OUTDOOR LIVING

This area used to be a way to

get from the front to the back,
but Leigh saw its potential “as

a little moment to use,” she says.
To give it presence, the designer
created this contemplative cor-
ner. The addition of a path sur-
rounded by pea gravel and a
bench makes it feel purposeful. A
combination of ‘Pee Wee’ oakleaf
hydrangeas, /lex glabra and Hill’s
yews define the area. Lighting
turns the sweet spot into a lovely
place to sit at night, says Leigh.

BENCH, Casualife.

FOR SOURCES, SEE OUR
WORKBOOK
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——1 WORKBOOK

S O U R C E G U | D E Where to find the products featured on our pages.

A

Alexanian Carpet & Flooring
alexanian.com

Aluminum Pergola
aluminumpergola.ca

Amazon
amazon.ca

Article
article.com

Avenue Road
avenue-road.com

B

Beachcomber Home Leisure
bhleisure.com

Blu Dot
bludot.com

Bosquet
bosquet.ca

C

Canada Outdoor Kitchens
canadaoutdoorkitchens.com

Casualife
casualife.ca

CB2
cb2.ca
Ciot
ciot.com

Cosentino
cosentino.com

D

Dekko
dekko.ca

Dekton
dekton.com

Design Within Reach
dwr.com

F

Ferm Living
fermliving.com

Fibercraft Door Company
fibercraftdoor.ca

Flux Developments
fluxdevelopments.ca

Frankie Flowers
frankieflowers.com

Fresh Home & Garden
fresh.ca

G

Garden Living
gardenliving.com
Gib-San
gibsanpools.com

H

Hogtown Metal Fabrication
hogtownsheetmetal.com

HomeSense
homesense.ca

I

Isabey Interiors
isabeyinteriors.com

J

Jardin de Ville
jardindeville.com

Joel Loblaw Inc.
joelloblaw.com

K

Kate + Co Design
kateandcodesign.com

Kichler
kichler.com

Kingsman Fireplaces
kingsmanind.com

L.

Leigh Gravenor Landscape Design
leighgravenor.com

Lisa Lev Design
lisalevdesign.com

Luxal
luxalcanada.ca
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M

Menu
menuspace.com

Moe’s Home Collection
moeshomecollection.com

N

Nuewal
nuewal.com

0]

Outdoor Lighting Perspectives
outdoorlights.com

P

Paloform
paloform.com

Pioneer Family Pools
pioneerfamilypools.ca

R

RDG Millwork
rdgl.ca

Renwil
renwil.com

Robinson Lighting
robinsonlightingcentre.com

Rove Concepts
roveconcepts.com

RV Construction
rvconstruction.ca

S

Serena and Lily
serenaandlily.com

Studio HA/WA
studiohawa.com

SunLouvre Pergolas
sunlouvrepergolas.com

Sure Green
suregreen.ca

SYNLawn Canada
synlawn.ca

T

The Lightscapers
thelightscapers.ca

Timber Tech
timbertech.com

Tonic Living
tonicliving.ca

Traeger Grills
traeger.com

Treehouse Fine Cabinetry
treehousefinecabinetry.com

Trex Company
trex.com

True Stainless
truestainless.ca

U

Urban Bonfire
urbanbonfire.ca

V

Van Gogh Designs
vangoghdesigns.com

W

Wayfair
wayfair.ca

Weber-Stephen Canada
weber.com

West EIm
westelm.ca

Wicker Land Patio
wickerlandpatio.com



LOOKING FOR DECORATING INSPIRATION?

“styleithome.com

Join the community
Q000


Katherine Mersky

Katherine Mersky
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